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PREFACE 


The Mythic Society Bengaluru 3D Digital Inscriptions Conservation Project is tasked 
with digitally conserving in high-resolution 3D digital models all inscriptions in the districts 
of Bengaluru Urban, Rural and Ramanagara districts (erstwhile undivided Bengaluru district). 


Inscriptions- Hero Stones in the region have been documented in numerous books since 1905CE when the 
first comprehensive book on inscriptions, Epigraphia Carnatica Vol 9 was published. Since then, however, 
there has been no comprehensive effort to ascertain status or to conserve these inscriptions. This Mythic 
Society project attempts for the first time through extensive field surveys discover current status and help 
conserve inscriptions- hero stones both physically and digitally. So far the project team has surveyed over 
1000 sites in its project area and digitally conserved some 600 inscriptions, hero stones and 
sculptures. All information is freely shared in its print publications Bengaluru Ithihaasa Vaibhava and the 
Quarterly J ournal of the Mythic Society and digital information via Wiki-media and social media platforms. 


This current issue of Bengaluru Ithihaasa Vaibhava is the fourth in the series and includes in it information 
about inscriptions and hero stones in Channapatna taluk that need some form of physical conservation. 


This book is exclusively produced for the government authorities of the taluk-district who have shown such 
keen interest and actively supported the conservation of inscriptions and hero stones. 


The information in this book was gathered during field surveys by the project team in Sep-Oct 2022. 
The basis for the survey is information that has already been published in many books. The team vis- 
ited such known locations to discover the current status of inscriptions and hero stones. In the pro- 
cess many so far undocumented inscriptions were also discovered. This book however includes s 
sub-set of the information gathered only about those inscription-hero stones that are in 
danger and urgent immediate intervention (about 70 inscriptions and 75 hero stones). 


While the catalog is fairly comprehensive, it certainly is not all-inclusive. There are sure to be some more 
inscriptions-hero stones that have escaped the team’s notice and are also in similar danger of destruction. 


From the field surveys, the team has discovered the extremely distressing fact that some 30-40% of doc- 
umented inscriptions are untraceable today. Most of these being destroyed in the last 2-3 
decades in the race for urbanisation and modernisation. Therefore this incredible heritage which is 
often the only source of information at ultra-local levels must be protected on a war footing. 


The team also shares its findings on-line via a Google map of inscription stones for its project area. The map 
can be accessed at https://bit.ly/inscriptionblr . The exact location, vintage, text, photographs etc and the 
physical status (traceable/ not traceable) of inscriptions are all indicated on the map. A non-traceable inscrip- 
tion is indicated with a red skull icon and a traceable inscription is with a green heart icon. Zoom images 
from this map are included in this book to show the exact locations and status of inscriptions in villages. 


We are extremely grateful to the district authorities, especially to Channapatna Executive Officer Shivakumar 
for his support and interest in protecting the incredible heritage in the form of inscriptions and hero stones. 


This book in time will evolve from its current form of being a conservation-oriented catalog to a more com- 
prehensive book that will provide extensive information about all the artefacts in all villages of Channapatna. 


The Mythic Society Bengaluru Inscriptions 3D Digital Conservation Project Team 
21-Feb-2023 
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The Mythic Society 
Founded in 1909 CE, the Mythic Society is a pioneer in Indic studies. 
The 114-year-old institution focuses on research and knowledge 
promotion in the areas of History, Archaeology, Language studies, 
Numismatics, Folklore, Mythology, Arts and Architecture. With a 


collection of 46,000 books, the Mythic Society library is a favourite 
destination for researchers and students. 
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